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perhaps the reason was that she resembled me, and of all the four
seemed to like me best. But I may well admit that the more
closely I observed her as she grew, the more she shamed me: I
could not look on her without a sentiment of admiration, nay I
may almost say, of reverence. You would scarcely have seen a
nobler form, a more peaceful spirit, an activity so equable and
universal. No moment of her life was she unoccupied; and every
occupation in her hands became dignified. All seemed indifferent
to her, so that she could but accomplish what was proper in the
place and time; and in the same manner, she could patiently con-
tinue unemployed, when there was nothing to be done. This acti-
vity without need of occupation, I have never elsewhere met with.
In particular, her conduct to the suffering and destitute was, from
her earliest youth, inimitable. For my part, I freely confess I
never had the gift to make a business of beneficence: I was not
niggardly to the poor; nay I often gave too largely for my means;
yet this was little more than buying myself off; and a person
needed to be made for me, if I was to bestow attention on him.
Directly the reverse was the conduct of my niece. I never saw
her give a poor man money; whatever she obtained from me for
this purpose, she failed not in the first place to change for some
necessary article. Never did she seem more lovely in my eyes
than when rummaging my clothes-presses : she was always sure to
light on something which I did not wear and did not need: to sew
these old cast articles together, and put them on some ragged
child, she thought her highest happiness.
Her sister's turn of mind appeared already different: she had
much of her mother; she promised to become very elegant and
beautiful, and she now bids fair to keep her promise. She is
greatly taken up with her exterior; from her earliest years she
could .decorate and carry herself in a way that struck you. I still
remember with what ecstasy, when quite a little creature, she saw
herself in a mirror, decked in certain precious pearls, once my
mother's, which she had by chance discovered, and made me try
upon her.
Eeflecting on these diverse inclinations, it was pleasant for
me to consider how my property would, after my decease, be
jtofeired among them, and again called into use.   I saw the fowl-
Pg-pieces of my father once more travelling round the fields on
',niy nephew's shoulder, and birds once more falling from his hunt-
ing-pouch : I saw my whole wardrobe issuing from the church, at

